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By 
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Vermilion Rotary has brought The Dictionary 
Project to the third graders in Vermilion this 
year! 
 
The Dictionary Project is a 501©(3) nonprofit organi-
zation. The goal of this program is to assist all stu-
dents in completing the school year as good writers, 
active readers and creative thinkers by providing stu-
dents with their own personal dictionary. The diction-
aries are a gift to each student to use at school and at 
home for years to come. The Dictionary Project gives 
95 cents of every dollar donated toward the purchase 
of dictionaries.  
Reading is the most important skill of all. It is the 
starting point for all the economic and social opportu-
nities this world has to offer. Educators see third 
grade as the dividing line between learning to read 
and reading to learn. Every year we watch The Dic-
tionary Project grow by expanding our pool of spon-
sors, so more children can enjoy the benefits of own-
ing their own personal dictionary.  
 
Our sponsors have made tireless efforts to improve 
literacy and the quality of life in their communities. 
These volunteers are the breath of life of The Dic-
tionary Project. Through The Dictionary Project, peo-
ple feel empowered to effect change and improve 
education so that the children will grow up better pre-

LAST WEEK:  
“Around the World in (?) days” No this is not a movie, 
although it would probably be a great sequel to its 
namesake. Our speakers last week did just that. Not 
only did Don and Lois Babson accomplish this feat of 
around the world, but the twosome made the journey 
around the world in their forty foot sloop (sailing 
yacht), Que Sara Sara. Lois did most of the talking part 
of the program while Don manned the projector She 
started out by saying that Don’s and her lives changed 
drastically in 1996 when they heard the heart wrench-
ing news that their eldest son, Eddie was killed by a 
drunk driver on Long Island, New York. For months, 
the two couldn’t keep their minds on the tasks of every-
day living and their business. During the next four and 
a half years, they sailed around the world to complete 
the Odyssey Rally carrying a flame of hope and peace 
to a myriad of cultures. Lois said they made this deci-
sion in hopes of seeking a balance of justice with mercy 
and grace regarding the woman who ended their son’s 

Saturday Morning (16th),  Rotary Park sight! 
The club needs all the warm bodies it can get to 
work planting and pruning. Be there at 9:00AM 



AMERICA 
My Country ‘tis of thee, 
Sweet Land of Liberty, 
Of Thee I sing. 
Land where my fathers died, 
Land of the pilgrims’ pride, 
From every mountain side, 
Let freedom ring. 

VERMILION GRACE 
Let us pause in the rush of  the 
fray 
And reflect on our duties so high 
We confess and exalt Thee today, 
We beseech Thee thy care,  
God most high. 

SMILE 
Smile and the world smiles with you 

Sing a song, 
Don’t be weary, just be cheery  

All day long. 
Whenever your trials 

Your troubles and your care 
Seem to be more than you can really 
bear, so 
Smile and the world smiles with you 

Sing a song! 

HELLO 
Hello, Hello, Hello 
What a wonderful word hello, 
Hello, Hello, Hello 
You will hear it wherever you go. 
Strangers like your friendship 
When you greet them; 
So smile and say hello  
When you first meet them. 
Hello, Hello, Hello, 
What a wonderful word Hello! 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Happy Birthday to you 

Anniversary too. 
Have a great celebration 

Love and Joy all year through 

 pared to compete in the global economy.  
 
This is a new project for the Vermilion Rotary, but it is one 
that will now become an annual program for the Vermilion  
Club.  

life. She said the two carried “The Torch” to 
every country’s ceremony on their voyage. The 
excursion commenced on September 6th 1997 
and ended on October 6th 2002. Lois said the two 
of them (the crew) took six hour watches at night 
while the other one slept. At times, they had 
guests on board the vessel. She said that they had 
some wonderful times during the sail and some 
scary times also. She sighted one of the scary 
times was when she was on watch while sailing 
through the English Channel, she saw a thing 
slowly coming out of the water and soon discov-
ered it was an English submarine. They soon 
found out that they were right in the middle of 
some English War Games that day. There was a 
period they were thirty-one days and nights at sea 
with nobody and no ships in sight. Thankfully 
their sloop was equipped with the necessary radio 
equipment so that they could keep in touch with 
the other vessels in the party touring the  globe. 
Lois said that the biggest challenge was to keep 
alert to the ocean “pirates” who were out there 
looking for an unsuspecting ship to board and rob 
whatever they could. Some of the boats did get 
attacked. Lois said one of the highlights of the 
trip was having an “audience” with the Pope. Don 
and Lois thought that they were going to be the 
only two visiting the Pope. They found out that 
there were many folks invited also. Don and Lois 
have compiled a paperback book one can buy and 
read about their total experiences during the trip 
for the price of about twenty dollars. Also, if in-
terested, get onto their website (donbabson.com) 
for an overview of Don and Lois’s experiences. 
Wonderful Program and slide show!  


